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The “Epic of Gilgamesh”
I chose to read the document The “Epic of Gilgamesh.” Gilgamesh is a Babylonian Epic poem and has been translated by Andrew George and published by Penguin Classics. This classic piece of writing, to me, is a mix of historic and myth type of writing. It’s a story Gilgamesh and his companion Enkidu and their journeys to find immortality. After the death of his dear friend Enkidu, Gilgamesh journeys to find the secrets of death and after life. “My friend whom I loved so dear, who with me went through every danger.” Love is a powerful tool in life and can lead to do anything.
	Gilgamesh is the king of Urk. Urk is a beautiful city with high walls and huge temple towers around the city. Gilgamesh is 2/3 god and 1/3 man, He’s a cruel man. He rap’s women no matter if their married or not and forces the people into forced labor to build and maintain his wonderful city. The gods become angry with Gilgamesh and so they create this man name Enkidu to keep him in check and act as his rival thorough Gilgamesh’s life.
	Enkidu is a creation from the gods he’s hairy and ends up being raised by animals and later is found by a harlot who helps him to become civilized by teaching him how to become a man but he struggles to give up some of the animal behaviors that he grew up with. Enkidu later hears about the cruelty of the King, Gilgamesh and he rushes to confront him and stops him from rapping a poor lady. They end up wrestling for a couple of hours and somehow, Gilgamesh ends up wining. Enkidu and Gilgamesh end up becoming best friends and they travel all around the world.
	Gilgamesh and Enkidu travel to many places and they end up cutting down stealing these special trees that no mortal is supposed to do. They run into a Demon that’s protecting the trees and they wrestle with him and end up killing him, In return the gods give Enkidu and slow and painful illness that later leads to his death. Gilgamesh seduces the god of lust, she then rushes to her father, who is the god of the sun and convinces him to send down the Bull of heaven to kill Gilgamesh and Enkidu.
 Heartbroken by the death of his soul mate, Enkidu, Gilgamesh sets out to find the secrets of life and death. He hears about a man name Utnapishtim, who is like the Babylonian Noah, and who is immortal in hopes of learning the secrets of eternal life from him. Utnapishtim attempts to help him, but he is unable to do so. Utnapishtim wife tells Gilgamesh of this special plant that can make you younger Gilgamesh jumps on the chance and finds the plant, but on his return journey home, a snake smells the plant and steals it without him knowing and the snake himself partakes in the plant and becomes young.  Gilgamesh returns home sad and lonely from the events that took place.


	The story of Gilgamesh shows ones willingness and love for his dear friend. That he would journey to find all he can about life and death. It also brings up that one can’t avoid death at all but that you should enjoy it to the fullest. I think it was written for those that are searching for more. I really enjoyed it reading it and trying to learn from it. 
	“My Friend whom I love so dear, who with me went through every danger.” Gilgamesh and Enkidu are a perfect example of how people who were supposed to be rivals end up being soul mates and how the love they had for each led them to journey to find the secrets of eternal life. 
	
	       
	
