Colton Michaelis
History 1510
Document Analysis Essay
March 31st, 2015

The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico

	The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico is a wonderful book depicting the account of the events that took place from the view point of the Aztecs nation and how they viewed the Spanish Conquistadors and the events that took place between them. The author is Miguel Leon-Portilla, it was written in 1962 and was revised again in 1992 and was at first published in Mexico and was then later re-published in the United States.  The Conquest of Mexico throughout history has been looked at from how the Cortez and his men were able to overcome great odds to capture the great city of Mexico-Tenochtitlan. Aztecs viewed the coming of the Spanish as a sign from their gods and the Spanish knew this and they took advantage which lead to which lead to the destruction of the Aztec nation. 
	“Cortes landed on the coast at Veracruz on good Friday, April 22, 1519” (Broken Spears, 427). This event would change the lives of the nations in the Americas and especially the Aztec nation. Prior to the landing of the Spanish here in the Americas, there were many Omens that foretold the coming of the Spanish to visit the Americas. The Seventh bad omen talked about “how a strange creature was captured in the nets…. they brought it to Motecuhzoma in the Black House.” (Broken Spears, 885) When Motecuhzoma looked at the strange creature and which contained a mirror on it when he looked into the mirror he saw “ a distant plain, people were moving across it, spread out in ranks and coming forward in great haste. They made war against each other and rode on the backs of animals resembling deer.”(Broken Spears, 885). It Scared Motecuhzoma so he demanded that all his magicians and wise men to come to him and he asked them to interpret what he saw and they were unable to do so and it struck more fear into Motecuhzoma and his people, after these omens took place Motecuhzoma consulted many different magicians and wise men to know what these omens meant if a coming war or some other crisis.  
	The first sightings of the Spanish was viewed by a macehual (common man)   just of the gulf coast they were described as “towers or small mountains floating on the waves of the sea”(Broken Spears, 984) a later report said “that the mountains bore a strange people who have very light skin, much lighter than ours. They have long beards, and their hair comer only to their ears.”(Broken Spears, 984).  These Reports worried Motecuhzoma and again asked for all his magicians and wise men too come to him again, when he didn’t like the reports that the magicians told him, “He called the chiefs together, and tell them to go to the villages where the magicians live. Tell them to kill their wives and all their children and to destroy their houses.” (Broken Spears, 1025). When the Spanish started to march through the Americas they at first were friendly to the tribes that they came across but for some reason they begin to start destroying all tribes that wouldn’t come to terms with the demands of Cortez and his men. When the Spaniard’s received   word of this great city of Mexico-Tenohitian they immediate wanted to go to this great city and meet the great leader behind it.  Motecuhzoma attempted time and time again to stop the Spanish from coming to towards them, by send out his magicians to put a spell on them do anything to harm them, he even sent sacrifices to them and had his warriors kill them but that didn’t do anything to stop their advancement on the city, they actually viewed the slaughtering of the people as discussing and disrespectful towards them. They ended up sending gifts of gold and treasures to them and all this did was spark their interest even more. 
	When they arrived in the city they were accepted with open arms and received many gifts and treasures for the Aztec people admired them and viewed them as gods, Motecuhzoma was scared for what may happen to him and his people and he pretty much did everything in his power to make the Spanish happy. Overtime the Spaniard’s would eventually start to kill the people of Tenochtitlan and every time they would do this the Aztec people would besieged them and attempts to fight them but overtime Motecuhzoma demanded his people to stop fighting the Spaniard’s. The Aztec People could have easily wiped the Spanish out but because of Motecuhzoma and his fear of the Spaniards would eventually lead to the utter destruction of the Aztec nation and the loss of a great city and culture. 
	It shows that society at times only listens to the winning side of a conflict and this book has a great insight on how the Aztec nation viewed and interrupted the events that took place when the Spanish landed in their country and how they attempted to make peace with the Spanish nation. 
	The Broken Spears:  the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico. Gave us a great view point of how the Aztec nation viewed the coming of the Spanish and how the kindness of the Aztec people would eventually led to their destruction, because Motecuhzoma feared what may happen with the Spanish it lead to his people destruction.
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